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Dear Friends,
The once-robust economy is no longer bailing Washington out from the past four years of irresponsible, runaway state government spending. The state’s jobless rate has hit a dismal 6 percent and more than 200,000 Washingtonians are now looking for work. 
Given this economic picture, now is especially not the time for expensive, job-killing environmental plans that have never been proven to reduce energy costs or protect the environment. We Senate Republicans support environmental proposals aimed at promoting new technologies to increase energy efficiencies, reducing fuel and heating costs, creating jobs, boosting national security and -- most importantly -- respecting individual choice and personal freedom. 
The governor, however, has taken our state’s energy and environmental policy down a completely different path. Washington has joined with several other states to form the Western Climate Initiative, which is primarily dedicated to creating a regional “cap-and-trade” system.
This amazingly complex and costly scheme sets up an artificial market for carbon emissions through an approach that is already proving unsuccessful in Europe.  
The state Department of Ecology admits that the WCI proposal, if enacted into law, would likely result in a “leakage” of jobs to other states. Amazingly, the plan even acknowledges, and experts agree, that the WCI will most likely also mean higher costs for Washington's electricity consumers.
In this edition of the Senate Republican Caucus’ Energy Update, we examine the full recommendations that were recently released by the Western Climate Initiative. We also address Washington’s green power mandates and the need for renewable resources to include more of Washington’s hydropower.
Sincerely,
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Click here to view the Senate Republican Caucus’ Energy Update.
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